
Welcome to FluentZoo...

What is FluentZoo?
FluentZoo is a reading resource designed to
help every child become a fluent reader. 

At the heart of FluentZoo are 40 text-based
teaching sessions built around modelled
reading, echo reading, paired reading, choral
reading and reader’s theatre with plenty of
opportunities for repeated reading.

Each 20 to 30-minute FluentZoo session is
fully resourced with a teaching presentation
(with helpful supporting notes) and a
motivating text ready for a busy teacher to
pick up and use right away. 

FluentZoo sessions are organised into four
stages with aspects of fluency interleaved
so children return to them frequently.

The text-based sessions feature a range
of poems, playscripts and short stories.

There are also 135 shorter fluency
sessions to extend and support the text-
based sessions, each focused on a
specific aspect of reading fluency. These
short, lively sessions give children the
chance to have fun while they read.



How are the text-based teaching sessions structured?

Each text-based session follows the same structure, with responsibility slowly being released
form the teacher to the children over the course of the session. 

All of the FluentZoo sessions include plenty of opportunities for the repeated reading of a text,
one of the simplest and best ways to build children's automaticity, expression and confidence.
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First, children will have a chance to think
about the fluency focus for the session.
They’ll think and talk together about the
concept using either an introductory activity
or the text they’ll use in the session.

Next, children will listen to the teacher
perform a modelled read, which lets them
hear how an experienced reader brings a text
to life, conveying the meaning of the words.

Then they will take part in some echo reading,
helping to create a bridge between listening
and reading themselves. 

In echo reading, the teacher reads a passage
first, and then the children read it back, trying
to match the way the teacher read it.

Echo reading provides the class with
immediate feedback on their fluency and allows
them to practise matching the prosody and
expression of the model reader, helping to
improve their own reading.

Find out more at www.fluentzoo.com

https://www.fluentzoo.com/
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Finally, there’ll be the chance for children to read the text themselves. 
This is always a collaborative activity, reading with a partner, a small group or the whole class.
The activities are:

Paired reading- Paired reading involves children reading aloud to each other in pairs, taking
turns as the reader and the listener. As the children take on the roles of both reader and listener,
they receive immediate feedback on their fluency, expression, and comprehension from their
partner. 

Paired reading promotes fluency by providing children with regular opportunities to practise
reading aloud in a supportive and interactive environment, while also fostering peer
collaboration and communication skills.

Choral reading- Choral reading involves the whole group reading a text aloud together in
unison. Choral reading promotes fluency by providing children with the opportunity to practise
reading aloud in a supportive group setting. It helps children develop reading smoothly and with
expression, while also building a sense of teamwork.

Reader's theatre- Reader's theatre involves children preparing texts to read aloud and then
performing them. Through reader's theatre, children have the opportunity to practise reading
with expression, intonation, and appropriate pacing, especially as they assume different
character roles. 

As well as the reading itself, the value of reader’s theatre lies in the discussion and thinking that
happens first.

Find out more at www.fluentzoo.com

https://www.fluentzoo.com/


As well as the text-based sessions, there are 135 shorter sessions, created to extend and support
the text-based sessions.

These short, interactive, joyful reading sessions give children the chance to practise key aspects
of fluency such as:

reading words and phrases quickly and accurately at a glance
reading clearly with confidence 
adding emphasis to reflect the meaning of a text
capturing the mood and tone of a text
reading with feeling and emotion
reading in character
using punctuation and other clues in a text
decoding complicated, multi-syllabic words

How do the fluentZoo shorter sessions work?
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You can find out more about
the different FluentZoo
shorter sessions here

https://17262320-a9b0-4355-9df7-532f01aedec7.usrfiles.com/ugd/172623_500a209883ed474cae342966d1eb54c9.pdf
https://17262320-a9b0-4355-9df7-532f01aedec7.usrfiles.com/ugd/172623_500a209883ed474cae342966d1eb54c9.pdf


How do schools use FluentZoo?

Every school is different so FluentZoo has been designed to be used flexibly to fit with a school’s
existing reading curriculum. 

Some schools choose to use FluentZoo as part of their usual whole-class or 
small-group reading planning, with a fluency session once per week for a term. 

Other schools choose to block their fluency sessions together, organising two or three fluency
sessions each week at the start of the year, and then using the ideas and concepts children have
learnt through the rest of the year's reading lessons. 
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Find out more at www.fluentzoo.com

https://www.fluentzoo.com/


FluentZoo is organised across four stages, with each stage offering a growing level of challenge:

Stage 1 sessions are short and teacher-led, using interesting and motivating texts that no-one in
the class should find too tricky, allowing them to concentrate on how they read, rather than
decoding the words. 

Stage 2 sessions build on what children have learnt at Stage 1, working with the teacher to read
slightly longer, more-complicated texts and a wider range of reading challenges.

Stage 3 of FluentZoo introduces children to longer texts by a range of different authors, written
in different styles and for different purposes, supporting their growing fluency as well as their
comprehension.

Stage 4 sessions are designed to introduce children to more challenging texts to read aloud,
including literary heritage texts that feature archaic language. The presentations have been
designed to appeal to older children, too (which means the animals from FluentZoo only appear
very occasionally…).

Some schools choose to use one stage each year (between Year 2/P3 and Year 5/P6 or Year 3/P4
and Year 6/P7, for example), while others use them over a shorter timescale (condensing them
into Years 3 and 4, for example). 

How do the FluentZoo levels work?
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Find out more at www.fluentzoo.com

https://www.fluentzoo.com/


Schools use FluentZoo shorter sessions in three key ways:

1. As warm-ups before the longer, text-based sessions. For example, one teacher used an
Adverbs for Speech session to encourage children to think about giving characters different
voices, as well as giving the children the confidence to read in different voices in front of the
children in their group.  Used back-to-back, a shorter session and a longer text-based session
made a perfect 30-minute whole-class reading lesson. 

2. As carefully-planned discrete sessions interleaved between the longer text-based sessions
so key knowledge and skills remain fresh. For example, one primary school’s reading leader
mapped several Moving the Emphasis sessions to follow a text-based session looking at
emphasis. The children did one session the next day, another three days later and a third at the
end of the next week to help the concept to stick in their long-term memory. 

3. Just for fun! In several schools, if there was some spare time in the day because of a cancelled
assembly or wet breaktime the children would ask for a quick game of Dinosaur or Fungi? or to
roll the dice in Situational Expressions. This gave some valuable practice building reading
fluency, as well as being an enjoyable way to spend time with friends.

How do schools use the FluentZoo shorter sessions?
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